Introduction: Gender Based Violence (GBV) is a violence that is directed at an individual based on his or her gender identity. In Nepal, little is known about awareness and experience of violence among adolescents.
violence against men and boys includes physical violence, psychological violence, sexual violence, intimate partner violence and domestic violence 4,5. A mixed-methods approach was used to conduct a study on violence against girls in educational institutions among 300 girls of 4 rural and 1 urban schools, lifetime prevalence of any violence (emotional, physical and sexual), for girls in school estimated at 91 percent in Nepal. Emotional violence was mentioned by about 47 percent of girls, 46 percent mentioned physical violence and 8 percent experienced sexual violence. 6 In a same mixed-method research on violence on violence against girls in educational institutions among 300 girls of 4 rural and 1 urban schools of Nepal, perpetrators of both physical violence and emotional violence were family members (41%), friends (25%), teacher (11%), unknown (10%) and boyfriend (7%). Perpetrators of sexual violence were boyfriend (36.4%) followed by unknown person (27.3%), friends (9%), other students (9%) and relatives (4.5%). 6 The prevalence of GBV is high whereas awareness regarding GBV is low. A study was done on gender-based violence conducted in selected rural districts (Nawalparasi, Makawanpur, Sindhupalchok, Siraha, Dadeldhura and sankhuwasabha) of Nepal among 900 samples. Majority of women (61.3%) were unaware of any laws that address GBV. Only 9% of the 900 women in the community-level surveys were aware that rape within marriage is illegal, and only 13% were aware of a specific law against domestic violence. More women were aware of laws combating trafficking (35%) and protecting "untouchables" (45% , so, to increase the awareness level among adolescents, the topic of GBV is also included in curriculum of secondary level (class 8, 9 and 10) in School. This study will measure the awareness regarding GBV among secondary level students. Most researchers have found to focus on violence against women only, although, the gender-based violence against men and boys is prevalent too. Moreover, researches are mainly focused on violence of adults and children while adolescents are in shadow. This study has included both male and female adolescents to identify the awareness and experience of violence. 
Conceptual Framework

Methodology
Descriptive comparative cross-sectional design was adopted to find out the awareness and experience of violence among secondary level students of urban and rural schools.
The study population consisted of all students of class 9 and 10 studying at two selected schools; SaraswatI Secondary School (urban) and Shree Setidevi Sarada Higher Secondary School (rural). In Sarawati Secondary school, the number of students in class 9 and 10 were 255, whereas in Setidevi Sarada Higher Secondary School, class 9 and 10 had 114 students. To meet the sample size of 188, simple random sampling was done to select the class sections and all the students from those sections were included in the study.
Semi-structured questionnaire was developed and translated into Nepali language which was self-administered for data collection.
The study questionnaire was divided into three parts. The total score of awareness questionnaire was 38. The awareness score was categorized as follows.
 Inadequate awareness -Score less than 19 (<50percent).
 Moderate awareness-Score between19-29 (50-75percent)
 Adequate awareness-Score above 29 (>75percent)
The content validity was maintained through consultation with the subject expert as well as research advisor, literature review and peers. Prepared questionnaire was checked and verified by advisor and subject expert. For the reliability, pre-testing of the instrument was done in 10% secondary level students of another secondary school.
With the permission of the school Principals, the data was collected on different days in both the schools. The purpose of the study was explained and verbal/written informed consent was 
Discussion
Regarding the level of awareness on GBV, majority of respondents had adequate knowledge in both rural (64.6%) and urban (56.7%), followed by moderate knowledge in rural (29.3%) and urban (37.8%). Whereas only 6.1% in rural and 5.6% in urban had inadequate knowledge. This result demonstrated that psychological violence is most common among all forms of violence followed by physical violence and sexual violence. This is similar to the study conducted among 2000 girls in 7 districts of Findings of the study revealed that awareness regarding Gender 
Conclusion
The findings showed that large number of respondents had adequate awareness regarding GBV in both urban and rural areas. Regarding the experience of form of violence, majority of students had experienced psychological violence followed by physical violence and sexual violence more in rural areas than urban areas. The study finding showed that perpetrator of both physical and psychological violence were mainly friends followed by family, teacher, unknown and boyfriend/girlfriends whereas perpetrators of sexual violence were unknown followed by friends and boyfriends/Girlfriends. Thus, despite the enactment of laws to protect the children and adolescents, the cases of 
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